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who are brought before thee as actors in rebellion^
thoii wouldst be pleased to judge whether they de-
serve death, or if they are not rather worthy to live

in peace, under the protection of the law.....For

our philosophy first had its birth among the bar-
barians, but the fact that the moment at which it
began to flourish among the people of thy states
coincided with the great reign of Augustus, thy
ancestor, was a happy augury for the Empire*
For from this time the Eoman power grew into
something great and splendid, of which thou, with
thy son,1 art and shalt be the heir, the subject of
our prayers, if only thou art willing to protect this
philosophy, which has been in some sort the foster-
sister of the Empire, since it was born with its
founder, and has been honoured by thine ancestors
on an equality with other worships. And it is the
greatest proof that our doctrine has been destined
to flourish, side by side with the progress of thy
glorious Empire, that from the time of its appear-
ance all has wonderfully succeeded with you. Nero

1 Thesft words are addressed to Marcus Aurelius.    The son
who is spoken of is Commodus.